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Subject: Re: Fencing at Owl's Head Farm
From: Lou Borie <borie@gmavt.net>

Date: 6/28/2021, 9:15 AM

To: Rachel Gray <rachel@owlsheadfarm.com>

Hi Rachel - Thanks for sending this information and for meeting at Owl's Head yesterday. | have
reviewed your fencing and stream crossing plan and have determined that it is consistent with the
terms of the conservation easement for Owl's Head Farm. No further approval is necessary. | will keep
this email and attachments for our Stewardship files so that we have a record for the future.

Thanks and have a good summer!

Lou Borie
Richmond Land Trust
578-9678

On 6/20/2021 7:56 AM, Rachel Gray wrote:

Hello Lou,

| hope you are doing well. We wanted to let the Richmond Land Trust know about some plans we
have for fencing at the farm. We have been meeting with a couple of fencing programs for grants
through the state to install fencing for our small flock of Shetland sheep.

As part of one of the grant programs, we are interested in enrolling 3.7 acres in the CREP program.
Here is the state's description of CREP: Vermont's Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program (CREP) is a voluntary program designed to reduce sediment runoff and improve
water quality by removing land from agricultural production and establishing vegetative
buffers. The land we would be enrolling would be the area on 60’ either side of the main
stream which runs parallel to the property line closest to Hillview Road. (see attached
map). This land does not provide much opportunity for us as it's so wet that we are not able
to do much other than mow it once a year if conditions allow for it. The stream would need
to be fenced off anyway to keep the grazing animals from accessing it so the CREP
program makes sense financially as they would provide 95% of the funding to add fencing
and 100% funding to add vegetation. Fencing off this main stream would also ensure that
no manure runoff or streambank erosion occurs as a result of the grazing livestock.. This
stream is also showing some signs of erosion in a few areas as a result of heavy rains and
runoff. With the proposed Hillview Heights development across the road, we expect to see
even more runoff and erosion in the field closest to the development. So with this in mind
we are hoping to get ahead of things by better protecting the streams.

The other grant program is the Pasture and Surface Water Fencing (PSWF) Best
Management Practices (BMP) Program. That fencing will be woven wire for sheep grazing
and mostly around our perimeter areas where the wildlife fence currently is. The fence will
look similar to the picture attached.

I'm attaching a map to this email for you to take a look and | also don't mind attending a
Zoom Richmond Land Trust meeting to explain what we would like to do.

Thanks so much,

6/28/2021,9:21 AM
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Legend

PSWF_Fence
x—*— CREP Fence

CREP Proposal

Stream Crossing
Parcels
Streams

Roads

Acres

Upfront Payments

Federal Upfront Incentive Payment (SIP)
State Upfront Incentive Payment

Total Upfront Payment

Annual Payments

FsA Annual Rental Payment (All Acres)
Total Payment Throughout Life of Contract

Per Acre Payment Throughout Life of Contract |

Per Acre Per Year Payment

Nown @sosya, zrmwmqgmss,@wf@@

(Cominlinty]

Owls Head CREP Buffer Proposal

3.77

$377.00
$1,187.55
$1,564.55

$375.07
$7,190.53
$1,907.30 |

$127.15

1 inch = 200 feet




