RLT-VYCC Trail Walk, 10/12/15

Topics Discussed and Suggestions

Erosion (EMB Parcel) 
· Conserved section – Raise height of water bars on steep section of access road below power lines

· Unconserved section – Suggest installation of water bars on steep section of easternmost trail (just south of WMB parcel) deeply eroded by heavy ATV use.  

ATV Encroachments

· Reinstall and strengthen ATV barrier at access point from Vern Bandy’s property. Wright has volunteered to do this. Consider installing trail cam to see who is tearing it out to gain ATV access to conserved and un-conserved properties.
· “Snipe Ireland Meadow” – Though unconserved, consider the cumulative impacts that recreational ATV use will have on its soils, wildlife, ag/forestry potential and aesthetics. Also consider similar ATV impacts on the conserved EMB land adjoining the meadow, and the easy route the meadow provides to the conserved WMB property, where recreational ATV use is not permitted. 
Education

· Delineate boundaries and conserved/unconserved status of VYCC parcels on maps and signs. Show where east “cliff” trail enters and exits other landowners’ properties

· Clarify permitted and restricted uses of each property for both RLT and VYCC
· Establish manageable parameters for trail inspections and maintenance conducted by ATV (participants, locations, seasons, times of day, etc.) 
· Meet with neighbors to explain and gain support for natural resource values and obligations that VYCC and the easements seek to protect
· Explain parcel boundaries, and permitted and restricted usages

· Question: Which neighbors to invite?

· Adjoining landowners

· Only probable ATV users

· Broader community…Jonesville? Beyond?
Also discussed
· Check to see if Craig Cowles has been sent annual letter granting permission for any of his encroachments on VYCC land (parking equipment, pet burials, extending his back yard, etc.). This is needed to block his stated interest in adverse possession of the land 
· Review and address the latest RLT Stewardship Report; schedule next walk
